
GPMS Girls Basketball Begin with a Win 
Sidney Taylor 

The Golden Plains Middle School girls opened their basketball season with a win 
over the Decatur County Red Devils in Rexford on Tuesday, November 17. 

The B team girls played half a game to start the day. They played hard and 
hustled up and down the court but lost in two quarters 0-24. “I was excited but nervous to 
play my first middle school basketball game,” said sixth grader Katie Carter. “We need to 
continue to hustle and never give up,” added Myah Ritter-8th grade. 

The A team girls started the game strong but couldn’t pull ahead falling behind 0-
7 in the first quarter. The Bulldogs came out the second quarter ready to play. They 
started gaining on the Red Devils scoring seven in the second quarter 3 of those coming 
from Hayden Wark with Anette Hernandez and Braylee Knowles each scoring 2. They 
couldn’t quite get the lead going into halftime 7-10. 

The Bulldogs came out of half time ready to play hard and keep fighting. They 
kept working keeping the score close in the third but still falling short finishing the 
quarter 11-14. The Lady Bulldogs started the fourth quarter allowing the Red Devils to 
score 11-16. Hernandez and Wark brought the score to 14-18 followed by a timeout with 
three minutes left of the game. 

Wark and Knowles tied up the game 18-18 with a minute and a half left to play. 
The ladies continued fighting but the Red Devils scored on the Bulldogs with a minute in 
the game taking the lead 20-22. Mariah Barnett and Wark both made a free throw tying 
the game once again 22-22.  

The Red Devils had the ball with 43 seconds left but couldn’t keep it turning it 
over to the Bulldogs, but the Bulldogs also lost the ball giving it back to the Red Devils. 
With almost no time left on the clock, Wark stole the ball and scored a layup at the 
buzzer giving the Bulldogs the win 24-22.   

Game points came from Hayden Wark-11, Anette Hernandez-6, Braylee 
Knowles-4, McKenzie Horobik-2, and Mariah Barnett-1. “We played a lot better the 
second half,” said McKenzie Horobik, “We never gave up and fought to the end.” 

“I was nervous to play the first game of the season and it took a while to get 
going,” added Barnett, “but we got it together and fought to the end.”  “It was a very 
exciting game and I can’t wait to get another win on Thursday,” continued Wark. The 
Lady Bulldogs played Logan/Palco on Thursday, November 19, in Rexford.  
 
 


